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 January 24th 2016 

 

Our goal in discipleship is to experience the following 

areas; together, in Christ, by the Spirit. 

 

The love of our God and King (UP) 

 

1) Read Genesis 1:21-22 & 27-28.  Describe the difference 

in the mandate God gives to humans versus animals in 

these two passages?  

 

2) Read Genesis 2:8-9, 15-16 & 19-20.  What is Adam’s role 

in the garden and with the animals?  How does that help 

us to understand or interpret the idea of governing or 

subduing the earth? What is it or isn’t it?  

 

3) How is the garden described here?  What is Adam’s 

reward for taking care of the garden?  What does that say 

about what God wants for us when it comes to work?  

 

Ongoing transformation as Kingdom citizens (IN) 
 

In Every Good Endeavour, Tim Keller describes our work as cultivation of God’s creation. 

cul·ti·vate (adapted from Google) 

verb 

1. prepare and use (land) for crops or gardening. 

2. grow or maintain (living cells or tissue) in culture. 

3. try to acquire or develop (a quality, sentiment, or skill). 

4. try to win the friendship or favor of (someone). 

5. apply oneself to improving or developing (one's mind or manners). 

 

4) In what ways do you work at cultivating God’s creation as part of your paying job (if applicable)?  

In what ways do you do this work outside of a paying job?  

 

5) What would it look like to view our work as cultivation of God’s creation?  Have each member of 

your group share one way that they develop the potential of God’s creation in their “work”.  Keep 

in mind that work doesn’t need to be paid and that the potential of God’s creation includes 

everything from plants to people and concrete to concepts. 

 

 

Discussion Guidelines: 

 Participate honestly. Your 

questions and opinions are 

valued. 

 Keep each comment to 2-3 min. 

Allow others to make comments 

before weighing in again. 

 Try to participate for most 

questions, but everyone has the 

right to pass. 

 Try to stay on topic.   

 We are here to support one 

another, not “fix” one another. 

 Speak the truth in love, growing 

in every way more and more like 

Christ (Ephesians 4:15). 

 What is shared in the group stays 

in the group. 

 



Life as Kingdom service (OUT) 

 

6) Read Genesis 2:18, 20-21.  What’s the stated purpose of God creating woman from man?  

Discuss what this says about how we need to relate to other humans when it comes to developing 

or cultivating God’s creation?  Are we enemies or allies? Co-workers or competitors?   

 

7) Think of one attitude in your work (paid or not) that you need to address to shift from a spirit of 

competition to cultivation.  This may be an attitude towards a person, a task or something else. 

 

 


